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THE  PARK 

Siloam  Springs  State  Park,  in  western  Illinois, 
has  3,183  acres  of  rough  glaciated  terrain  of 
hills  and  valleys.  The  park,  one  of  the  largest 
acreage-wise  in  Illinois,  is  about  25  miles  east 
of  Quincy  in  Adams  and  Brown  counties. 

Siloam  Springs  was  privately  owned  until  1940 
when  an  agreement  was  reached  to  make  it  a 
state  recreational  area.  Citizens  of  Adams  and 
Brown  counties  raised  the  money  to  match  funds 
in  purchasing  the  land.  Siloam  Springs  was  dedi¬ 
cated  as  a  state  park  in  1956. 


THE  LAKE 

One  of  the  largest  projects  for  the  park  was  the 
building  of  the  68-acre  lake  that  impounds  water 
from  a  1,280-acre  watershed.  The  earthen  dam 
stretches  320  feet  across  the  deep  ravine  and 
is  362  feet  wide  at  the  bottom  and  18  feet  wide 
at  the  top.  The  lake  has  a  maximum  depth  of 
45  feet.  Work  was  started  in  October,  1954, 
and  the  dam  and  spillway  were  completed  in 
August,  1955,  when  a  de-watering  conduit  was 
closed. 

Dingle-Johnson  Lake:  A  large  part  of  the  cost  of 
the  lake  came  from  federal  funds  through  the 
Dingle-Johnson  Act  which  provides  a  federal 
excise  tax  on  fishing  equipment.  Siloam  Springs 
was  the  second  lake  built  in  Illinois  with  these 
funds. 

Early  Days:  During  the  Civil  War  a  general 
store  was  operated  about  300  feet  southwest  of 
the  spillway.  A  spring  house  was  built  to  cool 
food  and  drinks.  The  Happy  Hollow  school  site 
was  about  400  feet  northwest  of  the  present 
spillway  where  the  waters  of  Siloam  Springs 
lake  are  now  over  40  feet  deep. 


HISTORY 

The  area  was  part  of  the  military  tract  of  west¬ 
ern  Illinois.  The  land  was  acquired  around  1852 
by  George*  Myers  and  it  is  thought  that  he  claimed 
the  land  as  a  veteran  for  service  in  the  Black 
Hawk  and  Mexican  wars.  He  died  in  1882  at  the 
reputed  age  of  102.  His  longevity  was  thought 
to  have  been  due  to  drinking  the  spring  water. 


Biblical  Miracle:  Shortly  after  the  Civil  War 
the  Rev.  Reuben  K.  McCoy,  a  Presbyterian  min¬ 
ister  from  Clayton,  discovered  the  springs.  It 
is  believed  that  he  named  them  for  the  biblical 
pool  of  Siloam,  where  a  blind  man's  sight  was 
miraculously  restored  after  he  washed  in  the 
water.  Rev.  McCoy  apparently  saw  a  similarity 
in  the  efficacy  of  the  Illinois  waters. 


Analyze  Waters:  Quincy  Burgesser,  a  Clayton 
businessman  and  stock  dealer  looking  for  water 
for  his  cattle,  became  acquainted  with  the  springs 
and  their  "curative  value."  Water  from  the 
springs  was  analyzed  and  found  to  have  more 
strength  than  the  water  from  the  famous  Eureka 
Springs  and  Waukesha  Springs.  Burgesser  be¬ 
lieved  that  this  gave  the  waters  the  ability  to 
make  wonderful  cures  for  all  physical  ailments, 
drunkenness  and  even  the  morphine  and  opium 
habit. 

To  make  the  waters  easily  available  to  the  pub¬ 
lic,  the  Siloam  Forest  Home  hotel,  bathing 
house,  spring  houses  and  other  facilities  were 
built  by  Burgesser  in  1884.  For  a  number  of 


years  Siloam  Springs  was  a  popular  resort,  since 
this  was  the  fashionable  thing  to  do  in  the  1880 
to  1890  period. 

Spring  Water  by  Rail:  Water  from  the  famous 
Number  Two  Spring  used  for  medicinal  pur¬ 
poses  was  hauled  by  horse  and  wagon  to  Clay¬ 
ton  and  shipped  via  the  Wabash  Railroad  as 
far  west  as  Kansas  City.  This  was  a  flourishing 
business  and  the  sale  of  bottled  spring  water 
continued  for  several  decades. 

As  Siloam  Springs  was  bypassed  by  railroads 
and  hard  roads  and  the  medical  science  offered 
more  effective  remedies  than  medicinal  waters, 
fewer  visitors  resulted  in  a  decline  in  the  hotel 
business  and  the  town. 

The  Siloam  Springs  Recreation  Club  purchased 
the  area  in  1935  in  an  effort  to  restore  the  old 
resort  to  its  original  popularity  and  to  provide 
a  place  of  recreation  for  the  people  of  this  area. 
After  1940  the  old  hotel  and  bathhouses  were 
torn  down,  the  swimming  pool  abandoned  and 
the  springs  were  no  longer  used  for  drinking  pur¬ 
poses. 
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THE  NATURAL  SCENE 

The  beautiful  wooded  terrain  belongs  to  the 
oak-hickory  association.  Prairie  willows,  smooth 
sumac,  hillside  prairie  grass,  saplings  of  sassa¬ 
fras  and  Indian  grass  are  representative  of  the 
interesting  plant  life  blanketing  the  area.  Along 
the  park  trails  and  through  the  park  many  wild 
flowers  bloom,  including  wild  rose,  white  clo¬ 
ver,  white  false  indigo  and  snap  dragons,  along 
with  many  ferns  in  lower  places  of  dense  shade 
and  high  humidity.  Wildlife  includes  quail,  rab¬ 
bit,  woodcock,  gray  squirrel  and  deer.  Bird 
watchers  may  see  a  gold  finch,  turkey  vulture, 
brown  thrush,  oriole,  red-tailed  hawk,  red¬ 
headed  woodpecker  and  many  other  birds. 


FACILITIES 

Picnicking:  Several  picnic  areas  with  conveni¬ 
ent  parking  are  scattered  throughout  the  park 
around  the  lake.  Tables  and  park  stoves  are 
available. 

There  is  a  shelter  house  with  a  concession  stand 
adjoining  it.  Three  playgrounds  are  near  picnick¬ 
ing  and  camping  areas. 


Camping:  Spread  around  the  park  several  com¬ 
bined  tent  and  trailer  camping  areas  with  limited 
electricity  are  available.  A  sanitary  station  for 
trailers  is  nearby.  Youth  group  camping  (by  ad¬ 
vance  reservation  only)  is  also  available.  Con¬ 
tact  the  park  ranger  for  a  camping  permit. 

Fishing  and  Boating:  The  lake  is  stocked  with 
largemouth  bass,  bluegill,  sunfish  and  channel 
catfish.  Designated  as  a  fish  preserve  by  the  Il¬ 
linois  Department  of  Conservation,  only  sport 
fishing  tackle  may  be  used.  An  angler  may  not 
use  more  than  2  poles  and  4  hooks,  and  must 
have  an  Illinois  hook  and  line  license.  Boat  ren¬ 
tals  are  provided  but  no  motors  are  allowed — 
electric  trolling  only.  A  launching  ramp  and 
docks  are  available  for  private  boats  if  space 
permits.  A  concession  stand  is  near  the  boat 
docks. 


Airstrip:  Small  aircraft  may  use  a  2400-foot 
certificated  east-west  landing  strip  with  a  wind 
cone.  The  strip  is  200  feet  wide. 

Hunting:  Consult  the  park  ranger  for  species, 
shooting  time  and  opening  dates.  Hunting  is 
permitted  only  when  game  populations  justify 
a  season. 

Horse  Trails:  There  are  about  6  miles  of  trails 
through  beautiful  wooded  areas.  No  rentals  are 
available.  There  is  a  separate  camping  area  for 
the  riders  and  their  horses. 

Winter  Sport:  Ice  fishing  is  allowed  if  the  ice 
is  thick  enough. 

Please:  This  area  is  for  all  to  enjoy  so  help  keep 
it  clean.  Put  all  litter  in  the  nearest  available  trash 
container.  No  plants  or  parts  of  any  tree  may  be 
removed  or  damaged.  If  you  need  help  or  have  a 
question,  contact  the  ranger. 


FOR  YOUR  INFORMATION  .  .  . 

Admittance  will  not  be  granted  groups  of  25 
or  more  persons  to  any  state  park  or  conserva¬ 
tion  area  unless  permission  from  the  park  ranger 
has  been  secured  to  use  facilities.  It  is  also  re¬ 
quired  that  groups  of  minors  have  adequate  su¬ 
pervision  and  that  at  least  one  responsible  adult 
accompany  each  group  not  exceeding  15  minors. 
All  pets  must  be  on  a  leash. 
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Numerous  state  parks  and  memorials  are  within 
easy  access  of  every  part  of  the  state.  Lodges, 
cabins  and  dining  rooms  are  important  features 
of  Illinois  Beach,  Starved  Rock,  Pere  Marquette, 
White  Pines  Forest  and  Giant  City.  Reservations 
for  lodging  should  be  made  with  lodge  mana¬ 
gers. 


All  state  parks  are  open  the  year  round.  When 
weather  conditions  necessitate  the  closing  of 
park  roads  during  freezing  and  thawing  periods, 
access  to  park  facilities  is  by  foot  only. 


For  further  information  concerning  Illinois 
State  Parks  arid  Memorials  write  to  the  Depart¬ 
ment  of  Conservation,  Division  of  Education, 
State  Office  Building,  Springfield,  62706. 


